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Did you knowé?
The Placerita Prospectas available on
the school website by the 1st of each

month at

www.hartdistrict.org/placerita

Printing and bulk mail delivery delays
may cause your newsletter to be de-
layed up to ten days from the time of
mailing. Get it first by going online!

Follow Placerita Jr. High School on
Twitter at www.twitter.com/placeritajhs

Get Placerita website announcements b
email or RSS feed from our blog. Visit
www.placeritajhs.org to subscribe.

Watch Miner Morning TV P 1I ac e
studentproduced daily announcements,
at mmtv.placeritajhs.org.

A periodic publication of the
Placerita Junior High
School PAC
9 Principal:
Mr. Michael Kuhlman
mkuhlma@hartdistrict.org
9 President:
Ms. Stephanie Linn
thedlinns@ca.rr.com
i Editor:
Ms. Wendy Altman
scvwendy@yahoo.com
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Greetings Placerita Families,

Placerita Junior High School — Among the
State’s TOP schools

The California Department of Education
released its annual report this week comparing
the performance of its public schools based on
the performance of last year’s STAR exam.
Two important indicators in this report
demonstrate that Placerita is among the State’s
TOP junior high schools. When measured
against all of the other schools in the State of
California, Placerita was ranked nine on a ten-
point scale. When compared with one
hundred schools of similar demographic make-
up, Placerita ranked ten out of ten! We are
excited to see these results, as they are an
affirmation of our efforts to increase student
achievement, and they serve as a motivator to
continue in our quest to help all students learn.

The End is Near

.. . the end of the school year, that is. Within
a few short days, the 2009-2010 school year
will be completed and the Class of 2010 will
be headed to Hart High School. This has been
an exceptional group of 8" graders, as
evidenced by the award recipients at our recent
&" Ggagde Awards Night. Please join us in
celebrating the following recipients of the
Placerita Miner Award:

English - Saie Joshi

ASB - Himani Sharma

History - Luke Distad

Math - Rachel Bax

PE - Boys - Connor Wingenroth

PE - Girls - Amy Arbuckle

Dance - Hanna Ritchie

Instrumental Music - Dena Giovinazzo
Vocal Music - Ross Mayer

Science - Alex Borsotti

Citizenship — Boys - Francisco Herrera
Citizenship — Girls - Ambrosia Kelley

End of the Year Activities

The last week of school is packed with
activities to honor the accomplishments of our
8" grade class, including the 8" Grade Bash
(June 1%), In-N-Out Burger Day (June 2™),
and the Disneyland Trip (June 3™). Please
note that students will be able to purchase
tickets to each of these activities from May
17" through May 21* during lunch. The cost
of each of these tickets is as follows:

Bash $8.00

In & Out only $3.00
Bash / In & Out Combo $10.00

(save $1.00)
Disneyland Trip $65.00

You may pay for all three events or any
combination at once (one check).

Special Thanks

Placerita is blessed to have the support of
many wonderful parents. Unfortunately, space
limitations prevent me from highlighting all of
those who deserve to be recognized for
donating their time and resources this year to
support the success of our students and our
school. That being said, I would like to take
the opportunity to express my personal thanks
to the Placerita Parent

Advisory Council Board

which includes our

President, Mrs. Stephanie

Linn, our Vice President,

Mrs. Ronda Chobanian,

(Continued on page 9)
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COUNSELORS’ CORNER

Ms. LissMonteleone(4-1)
Jjam@hartdistrict.org

SUMMER SCHOOL AND SUMMER SPORTS
PROGRAM

Credit-deficient 7" graders, non-promoting 8" graders, English
Language Learners, and Special Education students should sign
up to attend summer school. Summer school runs July 1
through July 16, from 7:00 AM until 12:15 PM. 7" graders
who have received low grades in Prealgebra are encouraged to
take “Bridge to Algebra.” Completed summer school
registration forms must be returned to the counseling office as
soon as possible. 8" graders who wish to take part in the
summer sports program need to submit those forms to Hart
High School as soon as possible.

COC is offering a Junior High Summer Institute for animation,
film, fitness, science, welding, engineering, musical theatre,
robotics, video gaming, and more. There are six sessions for
$125 per week. Go to www.canyons.edu/juniorhigh or call 362
-3300 for further information.

CSUN has a Summer Academic Enrichment Program that
offers over twenty-five academic and elective subjects for
grades 6 through 12. Go to www.saep.net for further
information.

UCLA Extension also has a summer program with thirteen
classes for grades 7 through 12. Go to uclaextension.edu/
highschool for further information.

OPTIONS FOR ALGEBRA C

If your child has been successful in Algebra B or if he/she
received a “C” in Algebra 1, we suggest he/she take Algebra C
over the summer in order to take Geometry 1 in 9" grade. Here
are some options for completing Algebra C:

Regular summer school at Saugus High School - free
Lighthouse Learning Center — 255-2202
or www.drchang.net - $500
Math Support Services — 255-1730
or www.mathsupportservices.com - $750
CSUN Summer Academic Enrichment Program
www.saep.net - $600 for Algebra 1B
UCLA Extension Summer Program
uclaextension.edu/highschool - $590 for Algebra 1B
BYU Independent Study (online)
elearn.byu.edu - $115 for Algebra 1, Part 2 (Algebra 53)

QUESTIONS ABOUT HIGH SCHOOL?

If you have any questions about Hart High School, please call
the counseling office at 259-7575 or email your child’s
counselor:
A-Cla

Ms. Bloch
cab@hartdistrict.org

ext. 122

Ms. Villasenor(J-R)
svillase@hartdistrict.org

Ms. NoriegaSilvas( S- Z + all ELL Students)
cnoriega@hartdistrict.org

Cle — Gon Mr. Nowak ext. 154
jnowak@hartdistrict.org

Goo — Lop Ms. Kniest ext. 119
kak@hartdistrict.org

Lor — Ort Mr. Mercado ext. 114
MMM @hartdistrict.org

Os — Sha Ms. Arriaran-Rodriguez  ext. 124
karriara@hartdistrict.org

She —Z Ms. Hertenstein ext. 123

crh@hartdistrict.org

HOW YOU CAN KEEP YOUR KIDS FROM DRAINING
THEIR BRAINS OVER THE SUMMER

According to a study from the University of Missouri-
Columbia, students lose one to three months’ worth of learning
over the summer and the decline is more detrimental for math
than it is for reading.

Keep lots of books around and make regular trips to the
library. Most libraries schedule special summer events for
kids. Students should be encouraged to read for at least
one hour per day!

Don’t let your child watch television, play video games,
listen to music, or instant message their friends all day.
Think about what your kids may be learning next year
when you plan the family vacation. Visit museums,
historical sites, national parks, colleges, etc.

Since kids lose more math skills than anything else over
the summer, try to find math-related activities for them.
Have your child work in a math workbook or an SAT
preparation book a little bit each day.

Consider summer school or tutoring. Summer school can
help struggling students and can enrich learning for gifted
students.

Find out what educational programs are offered in your
area over the summer.

Be sure to spend quality time as a family and have fun
together.



http://www.saep.net
http://www.drchang.net
http://www.saep.net
mailto:crh@hartdistrict.org
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Wi llil am Shake

A MI dsummer

Two nights only!

Tuesday, May 18
7 PM Tanner Halln Show Only

Wednesday, May 19

6 PM Tanner Halih Dinner Theatre

Includes BBQ chicken, Caesar salad, garlic mashed potatoes, breadstick:
dessert, and drink

For more information,
please contact Mrs. Vicki Kennedy
at (661) 2591551
or vkenned@hartdistrict.org.

U)
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Final Greetings from Hart High:

Who would have known that the 2009-
2010 school year would have gone by
so quickly? I hope you have made time
to “BE involved” with your child: on
campus, in the community, or at home.
The treasured memories of the past
year are the things we take with us. If I
can urge you to do one thing when your
child moves on to Hart High, it would
be to encourage them to get involved in
something. There are so many GREAT
on-campus activities, clubs, performing
and athletic groups, as well as
intramural programs available. These
activities open doors to new friends,
personal growth and in some cases,
leadership opportunities.

By Paula Cardey, Hart-Placerita Liaison

As we approach the month of May and
the end of the school year, there are
still many exciting things happening at
Hart High School. Spring sports are
ongoing: feel free to cheer on your
favorite sports team! Information
regarding location and time is available
on the Hart High website. Go to http://
www.harths.org, scroll down to
“Upcoming Events,” and click on
“Show Calendar” for complete details.
You will also find information
regarding tryouts and sign-ups for the
various performing and athletic groups
on the website. Familiarize yourself
with the Hart High website; it is one
valuable tool that will keep you “in the
know” even if your kids don’t tell you.

This will be my last entry for The
Placerita Prospector. With two children
at Hart High School, it is now time to
move on with them. Stephanie Linn
will again be at the helm of PAC, and
leading you all in the 2010-2011 school
year. Please take a moment to give her
a call and ask if there is anything you
can do to get involved with PAC. 1
have thoroughly enjoyed serving as the
Placerita/Hart Liaison this year.

Enjoy your summer, and see you at
Hart High!

Paula Cardey

L.ibrory Litoes

As the end of the year draws near, it’s
time to mark your calendars for textbook
return. Students are issued a home set of
textbooks which must be returned at the
end of the year. Students will be turning
in their home sets of textbooks through
their SCIENCE class:

8™ graders will turn in all
textbooks on Monday, May 24.

7™ graders will turn in all
textbooks on Wednesday, May 26.

(Note: 7th Grade -For the last days of
school, math teachers will be addressing
Algebra topics not covered in the
textbook. Students will receive handout
materials.)

Please note these dates on your
calendar and remind your student to
bring his/her textbooks on that day.
Remove all book covers, clean out
papers, and erase any marks before
returning the books.

Learning continues after the books
are turned in as each teacher has a
class set of textbooks in his/her room.

A special note for parents of 8" grade
students: Students with outstanding
debts (textbooks or library books) will
lose end-of-the-year privileges
(Disneyland and BBQ-Bash) Please
make every effort to have your student
turn in the complete set of home
textbooks and return all library books on
or before the scheduled turn-in date.

Summer Reading

Summer is the time for students to read
for fun without the pressure imposed by
impending grades. Spend the afternoon
in the public library or in the local
bookstore looking through the
children’s/young adult section. Have
your student read a few pages of the
book before checking it out or
purchasing it. If it seems a struggle, put

By Mrs. Susan Lewin

it back. We do want to challenge
students; we don’t want to turn them off!

By the way, if your student wants to
stick with books on the Accelerated
Reader list, the updated list is available
on our webpage: http://
www.hartdistrict.org/placerita and go to
the Library page. Remember, the list is
not a recommendation and not all the
books are appropriate for all students as
their maturity and reading levels vary
greatly.



http://www.harths.org
http://www.harths.org
http://www.hartdistrict.org/placerita
http://www.hartdistrict.org/placerita
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What a marvelous year!!

We are in the homestretch of the school year and all of our wonderful musicians are preparing for
their year-end performances. We have had an amazing year! I continue to be thrilled with the

J’ continuous effort and improvement in performance by the musicians in Bands, Chorus and
Orchestra.

99949

Congratulations to nine of Placerita’s most accomplished musicians who represented the Music Department at the
n Annual Solo Ensemble Festival. This competitive musical event was held at West Ranch High School on March 30-
31. It is with much pride that I share the following names with you and the ratings that they received:

a94

Solos:

Alex Cardia Trumpet Superior

Teddy Chik Flute Excellent
n Kelsey Fowler Flute Superior

Ricky Inga Flute Superior
n Jonathan Maxwell Alto Sax Excellent

n Ensembles:
4

Jonathan Maxwell, Alex Borsotti, and Tommy Supple Superior
Brenden Geck and Lauren Yi Superior

u On April 27, our Choir participated in the Santa Clarita Choral Educator’s Association 25" Annual Choral Music

Festival at the Grace Baptist Church. This was a very exciting musical experience, enjoyed by all! It has been said that
Placerita Choir outshone the other junior high school programs at this amazing event.

n The Advanced Band and Jazz Ensemble performed at Placerita’s Open House on April 29. As usual, the audience

was “WOWed” with the performances by these two fine groups of musicians.

n On April 30, the Advanced Band and Chorus participated in the Forum Music Festival at the Wm. S. Hart High

School Auditorium. These talented musicians have worked very hard toward their goal. We are very proud of the
ratings that the Chorus and the Advanced Band received. A huge applause to all members of the Chorus, for earning

n the Silver Rating. Special recognition was awarded to Ross Mayer, 8" grader, who received the “Outstanding

u Musicianship Award” presented at this festival.

u Advanced Band since our first year of participation in 2008. Special recognition was awarded to Greg Weiland, 8"
grader on baritone horn, who received the “Outstanding Musicianship Award” presented at this festival. Following

the festival, there was a much-deserved, fun-filled afternoon at Magic Mountain. Hats off to all musicians who helped
u make this event a huge success. Congratulations on an outstanding performance!

n Placerita musicians are awesome. All performances at all levels have shown remarkable improvement since the start of
u the school year.

J’ I want to thank the parents involved in the parent participation in music festival supervision and to make our winter
and spring concert seasons a success. With the support of so many hard working parents, our musical program is

n successful and vibrant. I appreciate how much you care and the time and effort you put forth to make Placerita’s Music
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)
Department exemplary.

Thanks for making the 2009-10 school year...One of the most memorable and best ever!!!

Musically Yours,
Ms. Kathryn Spula

. ATTENTION: All INTERESTED and NEW STUDEN’

PLACERITA JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL BAND§
AND ORCHESTRA AUDITIONS

Monday, May 17
Tuesday, May 18
3:30to 5:30 PM

Room 801- Music Room
For Information: Call Ms. Kathryn Spula

at 259-1551 ext 1801
or email kspula@hartdistrict.org
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu

Fri

Sat
1

3 4 S

6

8

10 11

12

13

14

15

16

17 18 19

20

21

22

23

24 25 26

27

28

29

30

31
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5/4

5/6

5/12

5/17
5/18

5/19

5/31

May Dates:

STAR Testing i Minimum Day
12:30 Dismissal

Staff Appreciation Luncheon
Band Concert i Wm. S. Hart
Auditorium 7 PM
Orchestra/Choral Concert i
Wm. S. Hart Auditorium 7 PM
Band/Orchestra Auditions
Band/Orchestra Auditions

OA Midsummer 0s
Tanner Hall 7 PM

OA Midsummer 0s
Dinner Theatre Tanner Hall
6:00 PM

Memorial Day Holiday fi No
School

)

)

June 2010

Sun Mon Tue

1 2

Wed Thu

3

Fri
4

Sat
5

7 38 9

10

11

12

13

14 15 16

17

18

19

20

21 22 23

24

25

26

27

28 29 30

f
f

6/1
6/2

6/3

June Dates:

8th Grade Bash

Minimum Day

Dismissal at 12:00 noon
Last Day of School
Dismissal at 12:00 noon

8th Grade Trip to Disneyland

Ni gh

Ni gh




PAGES THE PLACERITA PROSEBHOR VOLUME 36, ISSUE 6

20092010 PAC Board Members and Chairpers

[3 President: [3 Newhall School District Liaison:
Stephanie Linn the4linns@ca.rr.com Pam Ripling pripling@gmail.com
13 Vice-President: BDAC Representative:
Ronda Chobanian r.ronda@ca.rr.com Christy Smith ccepsmith@sbceglobal.net
[3 Secretary: [3 Dance Volunteer Coordinator:
Suzanne Stone suznne.liasophia@gmail.com Christy Smith ccepsmith@sbeglobal.net
[3 Membership: [3 Technology Volunteer Coordinator:
Carolynne Mendell sbrmom@pacbell.net Allison Velazquez allison@bigbrasstacks.com
[3 Hospitality Coordinator: 3 Library Volunteer Coordinator:
Michelle Tohill rxbilling@sbcglobal.net Laina Burckert lainaburckert@sbcglobal.net
[3 Parent Patrol Coordinator: [3 Music Boosters:
Mary Waage davidwaage@sbcglobal.net Jennifer Geck jennifer.downing@bankofamerica.com
BPAC Newsletter: [3 Staff Appreciation Chairperson::
Wendy Altman scvwendy@yahoo.com Ronda Chobanian r.ronda@ca.rr.com
[3 Newsletter Mailing Coordinator: 3 Recycling Chairperson:
Arcy Sendejo arcytx2ca@yahoo.com OPEN
(3 Health Chairperson: 3 Volunteer Coordinator:
Carol Miller gckm4@sbcglobal.net Lisa West darkdivine@aol.com
[3 Hart High Liaison: 3 Gift Coordinator:
Paula Cardey paula.cardey@sbcglobal.net R Teresa Van Name tvanname(@ca.rr.com

Dedicated Parents Needed for PAC Board 2042011

[

[

[ :

jWe need new or returning parentspto
I board is graduating to high school, and we would like to invite you to ge

H involved with our school. We especially need someone talented with dekktop
[

[

[

]

—r

publishing to take over the editing ®he Placerita Prospector!
Please contact Stephanie Linn, PAC President, at thelinns@ca.rr.cqnm
[
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Placerita Education Foundation

We would especially like to THANK
the following sponsors:

Larry & Bridgette Martinez
Collyn & Lisa Nielsen

The Ripling Family

Joni & Brian Sheesley
Peter & Tracy Tobler
Nancy Troxell

Dave & Teresa Van Name

Copper Sponsors
I Gary & Carolyn Johnson

Nickel Sponsors
Michael MacKinnon
Rhonda Cortez
Patricia Fowler
Russ & Penny Hand

=A =8 =8 -8 a8 A
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If you have not already joined PAC and wish to do so, letters and

envelopes are available at each PAC meeting and in the school office.
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our Secretary, Mrs. Suzanne Stone, and our Hospitality
Chairperson, Mrs. Michelle Tohill. From Registration, to PAC
meetings, to Back to School Night, to ASB Activities, to Open
House — each of you has helped us create an environment at
Placerita that is warm, welcoming and encouraging for both
students and parents. Now more than ever, I can say with all
sincerity that “we couldn’t do it without you.” Thank you.

Perspective

And one final note — this edition of the Prospector marks the
final time that Mrs. Wendy Altman will be serving as the editor
of our school newsletter. Mrs. Altman has served for five years
in this capacity and has been a critical resource in our efforts to
improve communication between the school and the home. All
of us appreciate Wendy’s work on the newsletter and will most
certainly miss her as her youngest moves on to high school.
Thank you, Wendy.

Concluding Thoughts

At our recent 8" Grade Awards Night, I shared a few
concluding thoughts with the class of 2010. We are sad to see
them go, but are confident that great things are in store for this
exceptional group of students. As they move to high school and
beyond, I encourage them to consider the words of a great
author:

"Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the
things that you didn't do than by the ones you did do. So throy
off the bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbor. Catch the
trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover." (Mark
Twain)

Congratulations to the Class 0f 2010 — We encourage you to
explore, to dream and to discover — and we look forward to
hearing about all that you will do in the next four years — and
beyond.

Best wishes,
Mike Kuhlman

Principal
Placerita Junior High School




