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Did you knowé? 
 

The Placerita Prospector is available on 
the school website by the 1st of each 

month at   
 

www.hartdistrict.org/placerita  
 

Printing and bulk mail delivery delays 
may cause your newsletter to be de-

layed up to ten days from the time of 
mailing.  Get it first by going online! 

Follow Placerita Jr. High School on 
Twitter at www.twitter.com/placeritajhs 
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 Editor:   
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Starting Strong 

  

Greetings from Placerita Junior High School! 

  

Itôs hard to believe that over a month has 

elapsed since classes started on August 13th.  

Weôve managed to pack a significant number 

of activities into the first few weeks of 

school.  Allow me to share some of the 

reasons why we believe this has been a strong 

start to the school year: 

 

A Visit from State Superintendent, Jack 

OôConnell 

  

On August 24th, Placerita Junior High School 

enjoyed the honor of having the State 

Superintendent of Education visit our school 

site.  Mr. Jack OôConnell stopped by to 

observe our modernized facilities and to 

celebrate our studentôs exceptional growth on 

state mandated assessments.  Mr. OôConnell 

made a point of complimenting students, 

staff, and parents for their work in helping all 

sub-groups of students demonstrate 

significant academic growth over the past 

several years. 

 

STAR Successes 

 

Just this past week, we received news that 

Placeritaôs students once again saw 

substantial gains in their performance on the 

state-mandated STAR test.  Specifically, our 

school saw an increase of 24 points to raise 

our schoolôs API to 873.  This places the 

school among the highest performing junior 

high schools in the state of California.  Most 

significantly, we saw sizeable increases in the 

number of students who achieved a score of 

ñProficientò on their math, English, science 

and history exams, indicating that they are 

mastering the standards that lead to success in  

 

those subject areas.  We are celebrating these 

successes, but we are not content with these 

results.  We look forward to continued 

collaboration with families to increase 

student learning. 

  

Magazine Drive 

 

This past month, we concluded our annual 

magazine drive, which raises funds to support 

campus activities at Placerita.  In these tough 

economic times, we were thrilled to learn that 

this fundraiser brought in over $59,000 to 

support student activities.  Thank you to all 

those parents, grandparents and friends who 

supported us in these efforts. 

 

Back-to-School Night 

  

On September 10th , Placerita hosted its 

annual Back-to-School Night.  The evening 

began with a special ceremony commending 

the achievement of close to 300 students who 

ñTook It to the Next Levelò during the 

previous school year.  We are always 

appreciative of the tremendous turnout at 

such events, highlighting a true partnership 

between our staff and our parents.   

(Continued on page 11) 

The Placerita Prospector  

State Superintendent of Schools, Jack OôCon-

nell, visits Ms. Kathryn Spulaôs music room. 
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COUNSELORSô CORNER      

Ms. Liss-Monteleone (A-I)  Ms. Villasenor (J-R) Ms. Noriega-Silvas ( S- Z + all ELL  Students) 

jam@hartdistrict.org svillase@hartdistrict.org cnoriega@hartdistrict.org 

ALGEBRA, FRACTIONS, AND DECIMALS, OH MY!  

Take out your childôs most recent STAR Test scores.  If your 

child is not yet scoring proficient in English language arts and/

or math, we strongly recommend that you have him/her 

review basic skills in English and math.  We find that many 

students who are having difficulty in pre-algebra or algebra do 

not have the mastery of FRACTIONS and/or DECIMALS 

that they should have by now.  You can find many different 

basic skills workbooks at A Plus Teaching Supplies at 21515 

Soledad Boulevard near Mountasia, or at Borders or Barnes & 

Noble.  Students who are not scoring proficient in English 

language arts should be reading for one hour per day.  

 

HOW DOES MY CHILD EARN CREDITS IN JUNIOR 

HIGH?  

Students are enrolled in six classes during each of four 

quarters.  Each class earns 2.5 credits if a student receives a 

grade of ñD-ò or better.  A student can earn sixty credits per 

year or 120 credits in two years.  107.5 credits must be 

accumulated for a student to be eligible for participation 

in eighth grade activities and the promotion ceremony.  A 

student may earn extra credits through summer school or 

correspondence courses. 

 

A report card is mailed home at the end of each quarter on 

10/16/09, 12/17/09, 3/19/10, and 6/3/10.  Five weeks into each 

quarter, teachers complete progress reports that are mailed 

home to parents.  Look for these progress reports in your 

mailbox during the weeks of September 21, November 19, 

February 15, and May 3.  We recommend that you write 

these dates on your calendar. 

 

HOW DO I KNOW WHAT MY CHILDôS HOMEWORK 

IS? 

All Placerita students were given a student planner on their 

first day of school.  Please review the planner with your 

student because the first eighteen pages contain important 

information about the school and the pages at the end contain 

useful study skills tips.  In all academic classes, the teacher 

will ask your child to take out the student planner to write 

down that nightôs homework.  If there is no homework, your 

child should write N.H.  You may check the planner nightly 

to make sure that your child is completing all of the 

homework.   

 

If youôre worried that your child may not be writing down all 

of the homework, you can ask him/her to see the teacher after 

class and the teacher will initial the daily homework 

assignment.  Please remember that it is your childôs 

responsibility to write down the assignment, complete the 

assignment, and turn in the assignment on time.  We 

believe that the student planner is an invaluable communi-

cation tool between school and home.  Please use it to monitor 

your childôs homework on a regular basis.  We find that 

students who use the student planner regularly are successful 

at Placerita. 

 

HOW CAN I MONITOR MY CHILDôS PROGRESS? 

This year, most of Placerita's teachers are using 

SnapGrades.net to keep you informed about your child's 

progress in their classes.  You can log in anytime to check 

your child's current grades, check missing assignments, see 

class announcements, and check on quiz or test scores.  Each 

teacher will update SnapGrades at a different time, depending 

on how assignments are graded.  Teachers will inform you by 

email when their class grades have been updated.  You may 

check whenever you wish, but please allow teachers time to 

update their grade books. 

 

If you have forgotten your password, call Ms. Lux, the 

registrar. 

 

HOW CAN MY CHILD GET HELP WITH 

HOMEWORK?   

If your child needs help with homework, he/she should 

attempt to see the teacher before or after school.  Encourage 

your child to get the phone numbers of ñstudy buddies,ò 

students in each class who he/she can call for help.  If you 

would like your child to have a quiet place to complete 

homework after school, the library is open until 3:15. 

 

Students can also receive help through Placerita Academy, our 

after school intervention program from 2:45 to 3:45 p.m. 

according to the following schedule: 

 

Mondays - History 

Tuesdays - Science 

Thursdays - English 

Thursdays ï Math 

Wednesdays every other week from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 

in Tanner Hall - Math  

 

The Placerita Academy rooms will be posted in your childôs 

classrooms. 

   

WHAT IF MY CHILD HAS TO MISS SCHOOL?  

Although we highly discourage absence, if a student is going 

to be absent for five or more days for a prearranged trip or 

family emergency, we recommend that the student participate 

in our independent study program.  The student will receive 

his/her work in advance of the trip and the school can continue 

(Continued on page 7) 
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     By Mrs. Lewin  

As the school year opens, we get many 

questions about our Accelerated Reader 

(AR) Program.   

 

Basically, each book on the list has been 

assigned a point value based on the 

number of words in the book and the 

vocabulary level of the book.  It is very 

important to note that the maturity level 

of the student does not always coincide 

with the reading level of the book.  The 

AR list offers a broad selection of titles-

-nearly 3000--at all reading levels to 

accommodate remedial and enriched 

readers alike.  The AR list is not a 

recommendation nor is it an 

endorsement of any particular title.  It is 

simply a list of titles of available 

quizzes.  Please note that not all titles on 

the list are available in our library.   

 

Students have the tendency to select 

titles for the number of points assigned 

to that title rather than an interest in the 

book.    This can be self-defeating.  

Struggling through a book that they 

neither like nor comprehend assures 

failure on the Accelerated Reader Quiz. 

This produces frustration and squelches 

any desire to try again.   

 

The bottom line is: Children should read 

books they can enjoy and still be 

challenged enough to improve their 

reading  

 

Our Hours:  

 Our hours are 7:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. 

Monday ï Thursday, 3:00 p.m. on 

Friday.  Our accessibility during 

lunch varies daily as classes use the 

library.   

 It is important that students carry 

their ID cards with them at school.  

They need ID cards to check out 

book, to log on to computers, and to 

take Accelerated Reader tests.   

 We have a comprehensive Internet 

filtering system.  While it is not 

perfect, the general comment is that 

it is too restrictive.  That is a good 

thing! 

 

Family Reading 
Night 2009  
Mark your calendars!  November 19 

from 6-8 p.m. is Family Reading Night 

at Placerita.  This free and fun event is 

set up to show that reading is in every 

part of our lives.  There is an activity 

suitable for every age, so bring the 

entire family.  Stop by and take a 

sample Accelerated Reader book quiz, 

make a watercolor bookmark, play some 

word games, participate in the Great 

Map Race, create some origami, or 

design tangram art.  The Theatre Arts 

Department will be previewing their fall 

play; we will have a popular guest 

author; and KidFlix will be taking 

family portraits.  So, save the evening 

for Placerita! 

Regional Talent Search Programs for Gate Students 

The practice of conducting systematic searches for students who reason extremely well mathematically and/or verbally was be-

gun by Professor Julian Stanley of The Johns Hopkins University in the early 1970ôs.  Giving a difficult test such as the SAT to 

middle-school students, who are much younger than the college-bound seniors for whom it was designed, results in scores that 

point up differences among bright students who all score well on in-grade tests.  Today, about 150,000 7th and 8th graders partici-

pate annually in talent searches, and the concept has expanded to include testing for younger students as well.  Regional talent 

searches are conducted by The Johns Hopkins University, Duke University, Northwestern University, and the University of 

Denver.  State and local talent searches have developed as well, such as the UC Irvine Talent Search. 

 

Academic summer programs, year-round educational seminars, and early college entrance are among the services available to 

students who score exceptionally well on these out-of-level tests.  Believing that such students benefit from advanced course-

work in their area of strength, talent searches offer acceleration and enrichment options in the humanities, mathematics, and the 

sciences. 

 

What does the Talent Search do? 

 Helps families better understand the extent of a childôs verbal and math talent 

 Provides an interpretation of test results to show how a student scored relative to highly-able peers 

 Introduces an important test, the SAT, to young students in a ñlow-stakesò environment 

 Recognizes outstanding ability with a Certificate of Participation from Johns Hopkins University 

 Enables qualifying students to take summer courses or CTY distance education courses 

(Continued on page 11) 



Musical Notes from Ms. Spula 

 

The Placerita Music Department is ñalive with the sound of music!!ò It has already proven to be a very exciting start 

to this year.  How thrilled I was this year to meet the many eager musicians who make up Placeritaôs 2009-10 Advanced 

Band. I am profoundly pleased with the progress this group has made in the first few weeks of school! I am looking 

forward to a healthy, musical year filled with concerts and festivals and to discovering the new personalities of the 

musicians. It would be nice to see this group play ñout and aboutò in our community as well. 

 

ORCHESTRA MEMBERS WANTED!  

 

New members are welcome to join Placeritaôs award-winning String Ensembleéso if you have experience playing 

the violin, viola, cello, string bass, or piano, please contact me at your earliest convenience at 

KSpula@hartdistrict.org  

 

Our  String Ensemble is off to an impressive start.  What a beautiful group of young, hard working musicians, including 

a harpist, and a pianist.  I look forward to working closely with the growth of this orchestra.   

 

Beginning Band is the place to be--the most exciting elective on campus!!!! The students are quite enthusiastic and 

excited about learning to play an instrument for the first time. Itôs always very exciting for me when these students 

choose to learn to play a musical instrument for the first time. They have shown much improvement since our first week 

together. It will be thrilling to watch them grow.  I hope many members of the beginning band will choose Advanced 

Band to be their main goal in 8th grade or to continue playing at the high school level. 

 

We have a very energetic Chorus this year. Many are returning singers from last year and we are 43 members strong.  

These singers have arrived with so much musical potential.  As we approach the holiday season, we hope to make an 

appearance at our local senior citizen residences.  Performing present repertoire and holiday selections has always 

proven to be a good time for all.   

 

Mark you calendars now!!  The Placerita Music Dept. invites you to attend our  

Winter Concerts listed below. 

 

Placerita JHS Music Dept. Calendar 2009 

Tuesday, December 1 Annual Winter Concert ï All Bands  

 Wm. S. Hart Auditorium -7:00 PM 

 

Wednesday, December 9 Annual Winter Concert  

 String Orchestra/Chorus 

 Wm. S. Hart Auditorium -7:00 PM  

 

Every concert is truly an outstanding example of Placeritaôs excellence in musical achievement.  All concert 

performances are free and open to the public.  HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!! 

 

Attention parents: I really enjoyed meeting all of you at ñBack to School Night.ò I would like to remind you of our 

Parent Participation Program.  I also wish to thank the many parents whom have already signed up to help out this 

year.  Please feel free to contact me if you wish to assist with the success of the music program, especially during the 

concert season.  

 

There are still openings for any new members to join band and orchestra. An audition can be arranged with me at 

your convenience. To any former students or parents who play an instrument ï why not bring your instrument and 

participate in a rehearsal? The more the merrier!!! Always feel free to come in and visit us in Room 801éintroduce 

yourself anytimeé. One of my favorite parts of working at Placerita is getting to know you.   

(Continued on page 5) 

 Notes from Ms. Spula 
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Congratulations to the following 

students who were top sellers in the 

MAGAZINE DRIVE MUSIC 

DEPARTMENT CONTEST:  

 

Jonathan Maxwell   

1ST place: ð $100 (46 subscriptions)  

Miranda Jones 

2nd place: ð $75 (33 subscriptions)  

Alexio Cardia 

3rd place: ð $50 (31 subscriptions)  

 

A BIG THANKS  to all the students of 

the Music Department who sold 

magazine subscriptions. Some of the 

profits provide funds to assist the many 

department needs: band and orchestra 

festival fees, choral uniforms, musical 

instruments and equipment, numerous 

music repertoire (musical scores and 

methods for band, chorus, orchestra and 

jazz ensemble), and field trip bus 

transportation. 
 

Musically Yours, 

 

 

Kathryn Spula 

KSpula@hartdistrict.org  

Music Notes (Continued from page 4) 

The Placerita Music Department is 

once again selling t -shirts to all of 

our talented musicians and parents.  

In prior years, our sales have been 

successful, as our t -shirts are spe-

cially designed, high quality and offer 

a personalized logo.  We plan to wear 

our  t -shirts at all  extra -curricular 

musical activities, field trips, fund-

raisers, etc..to show our  
 

Placerita Musical Pride!  
 

Parents are encouraged to buy a t -

shirt to show  your interest and sup-

port.  The cost of each shirt is 

$15.00.  Please see Ms. Spula by  

Wednesday, Sept. 30  
Thank you!  

Placerita Junior High School Music 

Department T -Shirt Fundraiser  

mailto:KSpula@hartdistrict.org
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Welcome to another school year! 

 

I am writing to you as the Hart/Placerita 

liaison. Life at Hart is off to a wonderful 

start. Fall sports, on-campus clubs and 

the various activities on campus are in 

full swing. 

 

In order to communicate information 

about Hart High that is relevant to 

Placerita parents, I spoke with Dr. Niel-

sen. All of the performing groups and 

fall sports teams are off to a good start. 

It is always fun to go out and cheer on 

the student athletes as they compete in 

the various athletic events. 

 

That being said, please feel free to go to 

the Hart website Hartdistrict.org/hart 

and familiarize yourself with the infor-

mation that is there. In the menu 

across the top under ñPARENT,ò you 

will find Hart Parent Organization 

(HPO) news including meeting dates 

and the topic of the meeting. You are 

more than welcome to attend. One meet-

ing you should really plan on attending 

is Sept. 24thôs ñCoffee with Collyn and 

Mike.ò The ñMikeò would be Placeritaôs 

own Mr. Kuhlman, and the ñCollynò is 

Dr. Collyn Nielsen, Hart High School 

principal. This is an intimate gathering 

where each principal shares news and 

information pertaining to his school. It 

is a wonderful opportunity to get to 

know other parents as well. 

 

The Hart High website also has valuable 

school information that you can access 

as well. Under ñPUBLICATIONS,ò the 

Daily Bulletin contains the announce-

ments that are read in the morning re-

minding the students of the any upcom-

ing events and important information 

that they should be aware of. I person-

ally log in to read the Daily Bulletins, in 

the event that my students (yes, I have 

two at Hart High) forget to bring infor-

mation home. Make sure to familiarize 

yourself with the ñNEWS AND AN-

NOUNCEMENTSò area of the website 

as well. A quick skim through the head-

lines is sure to peak your interest in 

something happening at Hart High. 

 

Enjoy your time at Placerita, and I en-

courage you to get involved with PAC. 

Every minute of your time and every 

donation that you make will benefit ei-

ther the students or staff at Placerita. 

 

The best to ALL this school year, 

 

Paula Cardey 

2009-2010 Hart/Placerita Liaison 

Placerita Theatre Arts Program is an 

after-school activity which is committed 

to teaching team building skills, pride in 

oneôs self, and performing arts. Our 

program is a place where all students are 

welcome, no matter what their ability 

level or acting experience is. This 

program teaches all facets of theatre, 

including acting, singing, dancing, set 

design, lighting, sound, makeup, and 

costumingéand we have a lot of fun 

while learning! 

 

Our theatre arts program hosts three 

productions per year: the talent show in 

October; the winter musical in February; 

and our spring dinner theatre in May. 

This yearôs winter musical is 

ñThoroughly Modern Millie.ò Auditions 

for the musical are the 12th , 13th, and 

14th of October. 

 

Auditions for our spring dinner theatre, 

which is usually a comedy mystery play 

that the students choose themselves, will 

be held second semester. 

 

Placerita Theatre Arts Program meets 

Monday through Thursday in Room 

1101 from 2:35 until 4:30 p.m.   

 

We invite all Placerita students to join 

us. It is a great place to be after school, 

and you will  meet a diverse group of 

students who all love to perform. 

Theatre Arts Department               by Mrs. Vicki Kennedy 

Placerita Theatre Arts Program 

Presents: 

1K@BDQHS@½R (NS 5@KDMS 
The Annual Placerita Talent Show 

October 7 & 8 

Tanner Hall§7 p.m. 

Tickets available in the school office 
and at the door 

Special pricing for Placerita students 
with valid school ID 

http://Hartdistrict.org/hart
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to collect attendance money from the 

state.  Please contact Ms. Reid at 259-

1551 to set up an appointment to begin 

this process. 

 

WHEN WOULD I CALL A SCHOOL 

COUNSELOR? 

The purpose of the school counseling 

program is to promote and enhance the 

learning process.  To that end, we 

facilitate student development in the 

areas of Academic Development, Career 

Development, and Personal/Social 

Development.  Specific classroom 

questions should go to specific teachers, 

but in most cases, questions or concerns 

regarding academic, career, personal, or 

social issues, should be directed to the 

school counselor at 259-1551. 

 

AB 1802 ACADEMIC ASSEMBLY 

FOR 7TH GRADE STUDENTS AND 

PARENTS 

Assembly Bill 1802 requires a school 

counselor to meet with each 7th grade 

student and parent to explain educational 

options, coursework, and academic 

progress needed for satisfactory 

completion of middle and high school, 

passage of the high school exit 

examination, and the availability of 

career technical education. 

 

If you were unable to attend any of the 

nine assemblies on August 26th, please 

view the PowerPoint presentation on our 

website and review the blue information 

sheet sent home with your 7th grader. 

 

If you are the parent of a 7th grader who 

fails a class, you will be called to 

schedule an AB 1802 conference.  

Counselors will provide students with 

information on all educational and 

vocational options available to them and 

provide specified services to students 

who have failed or are at risk of failing 

the California High School Exit 

Examination, as well as students who are 

at risk of not graduating due to 

insufficient credits. 

 

WHAT IS CHOICES EXPLORER?  

On September 22nd, 23rd, and 24th, 

counselors will be visiting 7th grade 

English classes to do activities in The 

Career Game:  Explorer.  Please ask 

your child to show you this thought-

provoking workbook.  Ms. Lewin, our 

librarian, is currently introducing 7th 

graders to Choices Explorer, an Internet-

based career exploration and planning 

tool your child uses to explore career 

and college options and develop a career 

plan.  Choices Explorer can be accessed 

from school, from home, or wherever 

your son or daughter has Internet access.  

7th graders are required to use Choices 

Explorer as a resource for their career 

report in English. 

 

Features of the program include: 

 Interest and Skills Assessment 

 Career Profiles 

 Multimedia Interviews 

 Student Blogs 

 College and Financial Aid 

 Information 

 Electronic Career Portfolio 

  

To find out more about Choices 

Explorer, we encourage you to login 

using the schoolôs access information: 

Login at www.bridges.com 

Enter our Site ID:  1223025 

Counselorsõ Corner (Continued from page 2) 

 

 

Placerita Robotics 2009  
 

 

 

 

Placerita Junior High Robotics is a unique after-school program in the William S. Hart School District.  Placerita is the only 

school in Santa Clarita that supports four autonomous student teams.  Teams meet twice a week for two hours to build robots 

made from LEGO® bricks, motors, gears, and sensors.   Then, using MindStorms®, a software program designed for LEGO®  

robots, students instruct their robot to complete specific missions such as dragging an object from one location to another, or 

pushing a lever to release another object.  Students practice the same principles of engineering that are practiced by industry: 

research, brainstorm, design, build and test.  

 

This year, the  LEGOÈ League has announced the theme of ñSmart Move.ò  Students will learn about transportation and how it 

will improve our lives in the future.   

 

The Placerita Robotics team will host the SCV Tournament on Sunday, November 15, at Six Flag Magic Mountain.  In addition, 

we will travel to two state tournaments in December.  If you would like to volunteer or be a judge for our competition please 

contact Paul Kass (pkass@hartdistrict.org). 



PAGE 8 THE PLACERITA PROSPECTOR VOLUME 36, ISSUE 2 

Placerita Junior High School  

Survey 2009  
 

Each year we ask 8 th grade parents respond to a series of survey questions about school 
culture, communication and safety. Percentages for responses of either ñAgreeò or ñStrongly 
Agreeò are shown at the right. 
 
 
 

1. I feel welcome at Placerita Junior High School.   2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
 
Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree 97.0% 99.6% 98.5%  99.5% 100% 
 
 
2. There are opportunities for parent involvement at Placerita. 
 
Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree 98.0% 98.5% 97.4% 97.5% 98.08% 

 
 
3. The administrators and counselors are accessible and responsive. 
 
Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree 90.0% 92.0% 97.0% 97.0% 98.76% 
 
 
4. If a problem exists I am familiar with the process to address it. 
 
Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree 89.0% 91.8% 94.3% 95.4% 93.51 
 
 
5. Teachers inform parents of student progress on a regular basis 
 
Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree 72.0% 70.5% 76.7% 90.4% 97.4% 
 
 
6. I am confident that my child is safe at school. 
 
Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree 94.0% 92.4% 93.6% 96.8% 98.72% 
 
 

7. The school grounds are neat, clean, and well kept. 

 

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree   87.0% 93.4% 95.5% 98.3% 100%          



September Dates:  

 

 9/23 GATE Talent Search 

 Workshop  

 9/24 Coffee with Collyn & 

 Mike  

 9/28-9/29 Fall Break  ñ No School  
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October Dates:  

 

 10/7-10/8 Talent Show  

 10/9 Student of the Month 

 Breakfast  

  Talent Show  

 10/12-10/14 Winter Musical  

  Auditions  

 10/13 PAC Meeting  

 10/21 Minimum Day ñ  

 Students dismissed at 

 12 noon 

 10/22 Minimum Day ñ  

 Students dismissed at 

 12 noon 

 10/23 Vision Screening  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

September 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

October 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

November 2009 
November Dates:  

 

 11/6 Student of the Month 

 Breakfast  

 11/11 Veteranõs Dayñ 

 No School  

 11/15 SCV Robotics Tourna -

 ment at Magic  

 Mountain  

 11/17 PAC Meeting  

 11/19 Family Reading Night  

 11/26-11/27 Thanksgiving Holiday

 No School  



 President: 

Stephanie Linn the4linns@ca.rr.com 

 Vice-President: 

Ronda Chobanian r.ronda@ca.rr.com 

 Secretary:  

Suzanne Stone suznne.liasophia@gmail.com 

 Membership:  

Carolynne Mendell sbrmom@pacbell.net 

 Hospitality Coordinator: 

Michelle Tohill rxbilling@sbcglobal.net 

 Parent Patrol Coordinator:  

Mary Waage davidwaage@sbcglobal.net 

 PAC Newsletter:  

Wendy Altman scvwendy@yahoo.com 

 Newsletter Mailing Coordinator: 

Arcy Sendejo arcytx2ca@yahoo.com 

 Health Chairperson: 

Carol Miller gckm4@sbcglobal.net 

 Hart High Liaison:  

Paula Cardey paula.cardey@sbcglobal.net 

 

 Newhall School District Liaison:  

Pam Ripling pripling@gmail.com 

 DAC Representative:  

Christy Smith cccpsmith@sbcglobal.net 

 Dance Volunteer Coordinator: 

Christy Smith cccpsmith@sbcglobal.net  

 Technology Volunteer Coordinator:  

Allison Velazquez allison@bigbrasstacks.com 

 Library Volunteer Coordinator: 

Laina Burckert lainaburckert@sbcglobal.net 

 Music Boosters:  

Jennifer Geck jennifer.downing@bankofamerica.com 

 Staff Appreciation Chairperson:: 

Ronda Chobanian r.ronda@ca.rr.com 

 Recycling Chairperson: 

OPEN 

 Volunteer Coordinator: 

Lisa West darkdivine@aol.com 

 Gift Coordinator: 

 Teresa Van Name tvanname@ca.rr.com 

If you have not already joined PAC and wish to do so, letters and 

envelopes are available at each PAC meeting and in the school office.  

Placerita Education Foundation 

2009-2010 PAC Board Members and Chairpersons 
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Copper Sponsors  

 Gary & Carolyn Johnson  

 

Nickel Sponsors  

 Michael MacKinnon  

 Rhonda Cortez  

 Patricia Fowler  

 Russ & Penny Hand  

 Larry & Bridgette Martinez  

 Collyn & Lisa Nielsen  

 The Ripling Family  

 Joni & Brian Sheesley  

 Peter & Tracy Tobler  

 Nancy Troxell  

 Dave & Teresa Van Name  

We would especially like to THANK  

the following sponsors :  
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School Survey Results 

 

For the past five years, we have been 

tracking feedback from 8th grade parents 

about their perceptions of school 

culture, communication and safety.  The 

results of these surveys help us work to 

meet the needs of our students and our 

families better.  This yearôs survey 

results are included in this newsletter for 

your review.  Please let us know how 

we can improve our service to you. 

H1NI Preparedness 

  

As you may have heard, state and local 

health officials are predicting a busy flu 

season.   

 

Whether we are talking about the H1N1 

virus, or seasonal flu, experts agree that 

we would all do well to practice some 

basic health guidelines: 

 Encourage your child to wash his/her 

hands regularly 
 Practice the ñVampire Coughò ï or 

coughing into your elbow 
 Students should stay home when they 

are sick ï and may return 24 hours 

after fever has gone down.  (No 

doctorôs note is needed ï simply call 

attendance to report an absence due to 

illness.) 
 

I encourage you to read carefully 

through the Prospector and to check our 

website regularly for information on 

important dates and activities in the 

coming weeks.   

  

Best wishes, 

  

Mike Kuhlman 

Principal 

Placerita Junior High School 

Principalôs Perspective  
(Continued from page 1) 

At Placerita, Character Counts!  

 

Each year, teachers look for students in 

their classes who display the character 

traits promoted by the National 

Character Counts program.  The six 

pillars of character are Trustworthiness, 

Respect, Responsibility, Caring, 

Fairness, and Citizenship.   

 

For September, our school will be 

focusing on the character trait of 

TRUSTWORTHINESS.  A person who 

is trustworthy is honest, does not cheat or 

steal, but instead is reliable, has the 

courage to do the right thing, and is loyal 

to his or her friends.   

One student from each team will be 

chosen at the end of September for 

demonstrating this character trait.  

Winners will receive a prize package, a 

certificate, and a special brunch held in 

their honor.  Be sure to look in upcoming 

newsletters or on our school website for 

the names of our winners!      

Student of the Month Program 
Trustworthiness  

 
Be honest Å Donôt deceive, 
cheat or steal Å Be reliable ð 
do what you say youôll do Å 
Have the courage to do the 
right thing Å Build a good 

reputation Å Be loyal ð stand 
by your family, friends and 

country 
 

Source: 
charactercounts.org/sixpillars.html 

 Invites families to attend confer-

ences, lectures, performances, and 

workshops offered by CTY 

 

Johns Hopkins Talent Search 

Eligible:  7th or 8th grade students who 

score at or above the 95th percentile on a 

nationally normed test or Advanced on a 

state test.  You can register online or 

through the mail. Fee:  $37.00 to CTY/

JHU by October 1 for December 5 

SAT or by November 20 for January 

23 SAT. 

 

Placerita School Code:  9132178 

 

You will receive SAT registration mate-

rials in the mail.  You should register by 

October 30 for the December 5 test or 

by December 15 for the January 23 test 

given at Canyon High School (#05170).  

You must pay $45 to SAT.  (There is no 

junior high school code for the SAT.)  

On the SAT registration form, write 

#5334 for score reporting to Johns Hop-

kins University.  You cannot register for 

the SAT online if your child is younger 

than 13 years old at the time of registra-

tion.  For more information, go to 

www.cty.jhu.edu. 

 

UC Irvine Talent Search 

Eligible:  7th or 8th grade students who 

scored at or above the 90th percentile on 

a standardized test or Advanced on a 

state test or who have been designated 

GATE. Fee:  $30.00 to UC Irvine by 

December 20. 

You will receive SAT registration mate-

rials.  You should register by December 

26 for the January 23 test given at Can-

yon High School (#05170).  You must 

pay $45 to SAT.  (There is no middle 

school code for the SAT; however, you 

may take the PSAT at UC Irvine or 

UCLA for $35.00).  On the SAT regis-

tration form, write #4859 for score re-

porting to UC Irvine.  For more infor-

mation, go to http://

www.admissions.uci.edu/ats. 

 

Both Johns Hopkins & UC Irvine 

Talent Searches 

$37.00 to CTY/JHU and $30.00 to UC 

Irvine.  $45 to SAT.  Total = $110.  Re-

port scores to #4859 AND #5334. 

GATE Talent Search 

(Continued from page 3) 

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/reg/circum/younger.html
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/reg/circum/younger.html
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

PAC News by Stephanie Linn, PAC President 
Welcome to the 2009-2010 school year. It is so great to have 

such wonderful families here at Placerita.  We have only been in 

school for one month, but with so many parents and students 

willing to help out, we have already accomplished so much.  In 

July and August, we collated and stuffed all of those envelopes 

you received either in the mail or at registration, full of 

information to get you and your child through this year.  

 

August 6th & 7th were our scheduled registration days.  We had 

loads of parents and students who came in early to help set up 

and guide the students through registration.  I would especially 

like to thank Placerita Junior Highôs administration for setting 

up the flow of this process.  With modernization complete, it 

was great to have the use of Tanner Hall and see the newly 

renovated gymnasium.  Late registration was held on the first 

day of school.  Again, we had many parents who were willing to 

come in and help out so we could get everyone to class on time. 

 

Some of the other events PAC volunteers have helped with are 

the Magazine Drive Turn-in Days, Picture Day, Back-to-School 

Night, Golden Spoon Frozen Yogurt Fundraiser at lunch and the 

collating and mailing of this very newsletter.   

 

By the time you receive this, we will have had our first PAC 

meeting of the year, hosted by the parents from Newhall and 

Old Orchard Elementary Schools.  

None of this would have been 

possible without the help of the 

many parents who were willing to 

lend a hand.  

 

If you havenôt yet, I strongly encourage you to join the PAC and 

come to one of our meetings.  The lunches are always a 

highlight!  PAC meetings are a great way to stay abreast of all 

the happenings at Placerita, meet other parents, and perhaps find 

a volunteer opportunity that suits your schedule.  During this 

past month, I have come to know some outstanding parents.  

Please take a minute to go to the Placerita website, pull up the 

volunteer sign-up form, and let us know when and where you 

would like to help.  Whether itôs once a week, once a month, or 

one time during the year, we welcome your involvement and 

appreciate your commitment to our students. 

 

I hope to see you all on campus soon! 

 

Stephanie Linn 

PAC President 

Next Meeting  

Tuesday, October 13 

12 noon ñ Tanner 

Hall  


